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efficiency were, where good people were to be found if
there were any especially qualified in the particular field
under consideration. She also knew what salaries were
paid in other communities and what levels of training
and ability could be expected for the salary level pre-
vailing in Kentucky. In the case of the Tuberculosis
Commission the subject was especially puzzling because
the best training and skill obtainable were possessed by a
woman, a highly trained, graduate registered nurse with
rare organizing and publicity ability. Perhaps if Madge
had not been so conspicuously identified with the suffrage
cause she would have felt freer to support the woman
who was the better candidate. But she was keen to safe-
guard her service on the Commission from any appearance
of being used for any other motive, however legitimate in
itself, than promoting the contest with the white plague.
She, therefore, as appears from this first letter yielded at
first on the subject to the political arguments of her
associates on the Commission. She regretted this, how-
ever, and determined not to yield again and is trying to
persuade her young cousin to stand with her in the effort
to secure the selection of the better candidate. On
June 15, 1916, before going to Saranac for the summer,
Madge wrote:

MY DEAR TEVIS:

I go to Louisville tomorrow to talk with Mr. Adler and Dr. Yoe
and to get what further facts I may concerning Dr. X., possibly to
talk to him also. I have already talked with several persons in
Lexington who have some acquaintance with Dr. X., and I
have to admit that I am further confirmed in my prejudice
against him, though I haven't gotten yet a great deal of first-hand
information.